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Forward 
Each year the University of Massachusetts at Amherst hosts what has become the largest “small” 
environmental conference of its kind – The Annual Conference on Contaminated Soils, Sediment, and 
Water.  The Amherst meeting is small enough to be manageable but broad enough in scope and 
expertise to educate even the most experienced engineers and scientists.  It brings together academics, 
consulting and industry practitioners, regulators, and most importantly students to a venue that has 
advanced environmental restoration knowledge for 22 years.  The most recent meeting in October of 
2006 marked the 22nd anniversary of the conference, and in accordance with the conference’s 
historical statistics it was a very well-attended meeting.  There were 39 states represented, and 34 
countries represented.  The total number of attendees was over 830, and the number of student 
presentations was 25.   
 
 It is not academic bias that leads me to mention the increase in the number of students attending 
and presenting, but rather I highlight that because it is a sign that this conference has become one of 
the premier learning opportunities for future professionals no matter what sector they intend to pursue.  
Over its duration the Annual Conference on Contaminated Soils, Sediment, and Water has evolved 
from a meeting dominated by regulators and consultants with localized attendance to a mixture of 
academics, practitioners, and regulators at about equal proportions from all corners of the World.  The 
platform presentations, poster sessions, keynote and plenary talks are an exciting blend of basic 
science, field demonstrations, modeling exercises, and regulatory issues.  However, despite the 
success and progress the conference has not lost its “smaller venue” simplicity that allows personal 
interactions amongst these professionals on a scale that is not possible at larger meetings.  There is 
never anyone running from room to room to catch the last 10 minutes of overbooked talks with 
similar topics.  The speakers and poster presenters are not hemmed in by tight timeframes such that 
in-depth discussions cannot arise.  Basic science presentations easily align with practical case studies 
such that attendees leave each session feeling educated and prepared to use the information in their 
work, whatever it may be.  That is why I again highlight the increase in student presentations and 
attendees.  A conference is good when it is a forum for trading new ideas among experienced 
professionals already practicing the discipline, and that is where the Annual Conference on 
Contaminated Soils, Sediment, and Water started.  But, a conference becomes truly great when it is a 
training ground for the future professionals who are still learning and refining their expertise.  
Students are there to capture the best information so that the unforeseen but likely more difficult 
problems encountered in the future can be handled with aplomb, and the ever-increasing number of 
these students demonstrates that this conference is disseminating strictly the best information. 
 
 This conferences growth as a scientific and engineering leader is also exhibited by the transition 
of the annual Proceedings.  Next year, starting with the 2007 conference, this document will become a 
peer-reviewed journal entitled the Journal of the Annual International Conference on Soils, Sediments 
and Water, Volume 1.  This is a testament to the strength of the submissions that arise from the 
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conference.  These Proceedings, Volume 12, again summarize new and relevant works in areas such 
as assessment, monitoring, remediation, toxicology, and analysis.  These topics discuss contaminants 
including radionuclides, heavy metals and metalloids, organic compounds, and inorganic ions.  Much 
like the conference, the papers presented encompass basic research science and case study 
applications, with all levels of development that fall in between those extremes.  The data are 
presented clearly and the discussions are sure to stimulate new ideas that will ultimately benefit site 
restoration and environmental management. 
 
 These Proceedings are divided into twelve sections, and there are 38 technical papers presented.  
114 authors have contributed to this volume, and their breadth of expertise has created a unique 
contribution that will be a resource to practitioners, regulators, and academics alike.  The sections are: 
1) Acid Mine Drainage, 2) Analysis, 3) Arsenic, 4) Brownfields, 5) Heavy Metals, 6) Miscellaneous, 
7) Perchlorate, 8) Radionuclides, 9) Remediation, 10) Risk Assessment, 11) Site Assessment, and 12) 
Vapor Intrusion.  The articles include small-scale bench studies, field case studies, modeling 
exercises, and issues of regulatory oversight.  The conference managers, the editors, the supporters, 
and all contributors should be commended for such an excellent publication.  It is a privilege to 
introduce the final volume of these Proceedings before its transformation into a peer-reviewed 
journal. 
 
 
Kevin T. Finneran, Ph.D. 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
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